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A Note from the Editors

This Special Issue of The Polish Quarterly of International Affairs includes

contributions from future speakers and participants of the NATO Advanced

Research Workshop (ARW) “The Perseverance of Terrorism: Focus on

Leaders.” The workshop will be held 24–26 April 2013 in Belgrade, Serbia.

PISM analyst Kacper Rêkawek serves as co-director of the ARW along with

Marko Miloševiæ of the Belgrade Centre for Security Policy (BCSP).

The objectives of the ARW are as follows: 1. to assess the longevity and

perseverance of the terrorist threat to both NATO members and NATO partner

countries; 2. to establish the extent to which a terrorist threat is dependent on the

leadership of a terrorist group, organisation or network; 3. to disseminate

knowledge and exchange information about the recent state of scholarship and

expertise related to countering terrorism; 4. to establish long-lasting links and

networks amongst workshop participants; 5. to strengthen the links between

academia and the think tank community; 6. to provide participants with a platform

of contact with the world’s most established terrorism experts; 7. to critically

assess the existing knowledge related to countering terrorism and to identify

gaps; 8. to identify challenges to policy-oriented research on leadership of

terrorist groups, organisations and networks in the post-bin Laden age; 9. to

offer a structured set of solutions to counter-terrorism practitioners on how to

approach the issue of leadership in terrorist groups, organisations and networks,

and how to address this issue in the most efficient manner; 10. to produce

guidelines and ideas for future research avenues in the field of terrorism studies.

More information on the ARW, including the information sheet and speaker’s

bios, is available at: www.pism.pl/Research/Projects/PISM-is-administering-a-NATO

-grant-from-the-science-for-peace-and-security-programme-sps.
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RICHARD ENGLISH

Introduction

It is arguable that terrorism research has been transformed even more than

terrorism itself during the years since the atrocity of 9/11. This excellent

collection of papers reflects on some of the more exciting trends that have

developed, interrogates some of the more angular problems that persist, and

draws deeply on case-study expertise in order to move numerous debates on

terrorism and counter-terrorism very helpfully forward.

The subjects covered here are not all ones that will appeal to the squeamish.

Does “decapitation” of terrorist leaderships work? If so, why, and under what

circumstances, and at what cost? Is the integration of terrorists into state

networks and structures justified and effective as a counter-terrorist tactic? How

far should we concentrate on terrorist leaders anyway? The case studies range

from Egypt to Algeria to Spain to France to Denmark. Such impressive balance

helps avoid some of the problems that have hindered terrorism research in recent

years, such as an over-emphasis on Al Qaeda (there are probably now more

people studying Al Qaeda than are actually in it), or the lack of scrutiny of those

policies which have in practice worked rather well against non-state terrorist

groups.

Historically, terrorism has changed world politics much more powerfully

through the provocation of large-scale state reactions than it has through its own

(admittedly pernicious and blood-spattered) directly violent effects. Both the

20th and 21st centuries began with incidents of terrorist violence, state reactions

to which transformed politics and international relations. This was clearly far

more deleterious in the case of the First World War than that of the War on

Terror, but the broad and unavoidable point remains: it is state responses to

terrorist atrocities that provide the most important variable in this antiphonal

relationship as it changes world history in various ways.

And the connection between terrorists and counter-terrorists is indeed relational,

mutually shaping, and even intimate. All scholars of terrorism who have worked

close-up to their subjects and who have also dealt with counter-terrorist actors

recognise the mutual yet hostile understanding that can develop between

terrorists and counter-terrorists during periods of cat-and-mouse conflict. The

8 The Polish Quarterly of International Affairs, 2013, no. 1


