
VOLUME 21 No. 3WARSAW

Bartosz Wiśniewski

Paweł Frankowski

Octavian Rusu

Andrzej Turkowski

Jarosław Ćwiek-Karpowicz

Dorota Liszczyk

PRESIDENTIAL

ELECTIONS

IN 2012

SUMMER 2012

2012





VOLUME 21 No. 32012 WARSAW



CONTRIBUTORS

Bartosz Wiœniewski—Analyst at the Polish Institute of International Affairs
Pawe³ Frankowski—Adjunct Professor at the Faculty of Political Science, Maria

Curie-Sklodowska University, Lublin, Poland
Octavian Rusu—PhD candidate at University of Toulouse 1 - Capitole/Groupe de

recherche sécurité et gouvernance, France; Institute of History, State and Law of
the Academy of Sciences of Moldova

Andrzej Turkowski—PhD candidate at the Faculty of Journalism and Political Studies
(FJPS) of the University of Warsaw, Poland and the Polish Institute of International
Affairs Research Associate

Jaros³aw Æwiek-Karpowicz—Eastern and South Eastern Europe Programme
Coordinator at the Polish Institute of International Affairs

Dorota Liszczyk—Analyst at the Polish Institute of International Affairs
Bart³omiej Znojek—Analyst at the Polish Institute of International Affairs
El¿bieta Kaca—Analyst at the Polish Institute of International Affairs
Anna Maria Dyner—Analyst at the Polish Institute of International Affairs

COVER PHOTO: Shutterstock €€

COPY EDITOR: Brien Barnett

PROOF-READING: Katarzyna Staniewska

COVER DESIGN: Alicja Rotfeld, adapted by Dorota Do³êgowska

TYPESET: Dorota Do³êgowska

The views expressed in The Polish Quarterly of International Affairs are solely
those of the authors.

The Polish Quarterly of International Affairs is regularly presented in the catalogue
of International Current Awareness Services, in Urlich’s International Periodical Directory,
and in International Political Science Abstracts/Documentation Politique Internationale.
Selected articles are included in the International Bibliography of the Social Sciences.

Edition: 500 copies. Sent to press in July 2012
Printed by OWP SIM, ul. E. Plater 9/11, 00-669 Warszawa



CONTENTS

ARTICLES

Bartosz Wiœniewski
The U.S. Presidential Election, Europe and the Future of U.S.
European Relations: More Than Meets the Eye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Transatlantic relations have reached (another) inflexion point. Europe is mired in
a crisis that could weigh upon the sustainability of the United States’ road to
recovery, and indirectly influence the outcome of the 2012 presidential race in the
U.S. More broadly, it is likely to lead to a reconceptualization of how the United
States sees both its role as a “European power”, and the extent to which Europe
is able to remain an important flywheel of America’s global strategy. Only
a transatlanticist Europe, able to adopt a global posture, can seriously think
of becoming a valuable partner for the United States, especially as Washington is
refocusing on Asia-Pacific.

Pawe³ Frankowski
American Politics 2012: A Far Cry from Middle Ground . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

Presidential elections in the U.S. have always been important to international
politics, so international relations scholars are debating how the next American
president might change the direction of the country’s foreign policy. The article
analyses the key issues of the 2012 presidential elections, the changing role of
campaign finance policy (Citizens United v. FEC), changes in Americans’ view
of religion, and possible variables that may affect the presidential transition in
2012. The article also examines possible scenarios for the next President based
on each of the main candidates’ views, the prospects of American foreign policy
after November 2012, and major trends and patterns in terms of strategic and
political contexts.

Octavian Rusu
Russia and the West: What are the Implications of Putin’s Return
to the Presidency of Russia? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44

The return of Vladimir Putin to the Kremlin was largely seen in the West as bad
news for Russia–West relations. By reasoning from a unit-level perspective, many
analysts and journalists in the West exhibited a pessimistic vision. This article
suggests that internal variables could instead lead to positive dynamics in
relations with the West (especially with Europe), and argues that the general
trend of Russian foreign policy toward the West will be influenced by systemic and

The Polish Quarterly of International Affairs, 2012, no. 2 3



external variables. The U.S.’s strategic behaviour within the context of the global
shift of power to Asia will play a special role in the West’s relationship with
Russia.

Andrzej Turkowski, Jaros³aw Æwiek-Karpowicz
Russia’s Foreign Policy after the Presidential Elections:
Prospects for Cooperation with the West . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72

The return of Vladimir Putin to the presidency of Russia is not likely to bring a
substantial change to the country’s policy towards the West. Relations with the
U.S. will continue to develop on two tracks, with both tension and pragmatic
cooperation between the two states. Russia’s partnership with the EU and its
Member States has been hampered by mutual disappointment, a lack of
capabilities to overcome obstacles as well as by the eurozone crisis. In a broader
view, it obvious that a stable basis for Russian relations with the West have not yet
formed.

Dorota Liszczyk
The European Union within the French Electoral Discourse 2012. . . . . . 87

On 6 May 2012, the French chose a new president, François Hollande of the
Socialist party. The future shape of French European policy lies in the most
important questions raised by this change. Traditionally, European issues were
reluctantly included in the pre-election debate. Nevertheless, the problems
affecting the EU and the accompanying discussions about the future of Europe
meant the candidates for president could not remain completely indifferent to
these issues. Because campaigns never take part in a political, economic or social
vacuum, the EU debate was strongly influenced by the country’s economic
situation, the public’s expectations as well as the dynamic EU agenda.

REVIEWS • NOTES

Ana Martiningui, Richard Youngs (eds.): Challenges for European
Foreign Policy in 2012: What Kind of Geo-Economic Europe?
(Bart³omiej Znojek) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109

Justin Vaússe, Hans Kundnani (eds): European Foreign
Policy Scorecard 2012 (El¿bieta Kaca) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113

Adam Balcer, Nikolay Petrov: The Future of Russia:
Modernization or Decline? (Anna Maria Dyner) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116


